bear it. And therefore, noble lady, we beseech you
ot your womanly pity to take such advisement in this
need that we, and our friends, shall not be disinher-
ited and destroyed because of our folly."

"Certainly," said Prudence, "it is a hard thing,
and a dangerous, for a man to put himself utterly
into the arbitrament and judgment and into the
might and power of his enemies. For Solomon says:
'Give not thy son and wife, thy brother and friend,
power'over thee while thou livest, and give not thy
goods to another: lest it repent thee, and thou entreat
for the same again. As long as thou livest and hast
breath in thee, give not thyself over to any/ Now,
since he counsels that a man give not even to a
brother or a friend the power over his body, by a
stronger reason he forbids a man to give himself
over to his enemy. Nevertheless, I counsel you that
you mistrust not my lord. For I know well and truly
that he is kindly and meek, large-hearted, courteous,
and nothing desirous nor covetous of goods and
riches. For there is nothing in all the world that he
desires, save only respect and honour. Furthermore,
I know well and am right sure that he will do noth-
ing in this case without my counsel. And I shall so
work therein that, by the grace of Our Lord God,
you shall be reconciled unto us."

Then said they with one voice: "Worshipful lady,
we put ourselves and our property all fully at your
command and disposal; and we are ready to come,
upon whatever day is agreeable to your goodness, to
make and give our obligation and bond, and that as
strong as your goodness may desire: all that we may
fulfill your will and that of Lord Melibee."

When Dame Prudence had heard the answers of
these men, she sent them away again, secretly. And
she returned to Lord Melibee and reported to him
how she had found these adversaries ready to suffer
pain arid punishment, praying him, however, for
mercy and pity.